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Will the Tories play the ‘kith and kin’ card? 


The unrelenting stance of the Thatcher and Reagan camps and Kohl in West 
Germany against meaningful sanctions bodes ill not only for those striving to create 
a democratic state in South Africa, but also for race relations in Britain. 

During the years of the illegal Ian Smith regime in Rhodesia the far right of the 
Conservative Party were often politically closer to the extremist right, like the 
National Front and the Monday Club, than to their own Party leadership. 

How many times in the years of the bloody Smith regime did we hear racists in 
Britain pronouncing their hatred of black people because of the war in what is now 
Zimbabwe? Their reasoning was that many of the Rhodesian whites were ‘our kith 
and kin’. 

Already Thatcher’s utterances during her visit to Japan about the rights of the 
white minority have raised fears that she will make ‘our kith and kin’ a key issue in 
the run up for the next general election, just like her ‘swamping’ speech in 1978 was 
a thinly veiled attempt to woo those racist voters who might have wavered in casting 
a vote for the Conservative Party in 1979 and 1983. 


A time to stand up and be counted 


With the 50th anniversary of the battle of Cable Street only a month away, the 
Jewish community in Britain might well take the opportunity of looking at its 
relationship with other minority groups and reviewing the role it should be playing 
in combating fascism. 

In that fateful October 50 years ago tens of thousands of Jews rallied alongside 
Catholic dockers, socialists, communists and thousands of ordinary East Enders to 
halt Mosley’s physical and political progress. 

Today it is the Asian community that stands almost alone in the front line and 
bears the force of a growing number of attacks ranging from arson to murder to 
20,000 savage assaults last year. 

Attacks on the Jewish community have also risen steadily in number in recent 
years and increased in viciousness. In the last two months it is hardly a coincidence 
that both the Asian and Jewish communities in North West London should have 
shared similar experiences: a bomb thrown at a synagogue, a shot fired at a Jewish 
child in his front garden and various physical attacks on the Asian community. 

A recent demographic study organised by the Jewish community leadership 
revealed a drastic fall in the number of British Jews. Let us hope that those who 
remain have a little of the courage of their forebears from London’s East End in the 
1930s. 
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Bomb attack on Anderson 
shows Ulster influence on Front 


Internal feuding in the National 
Front took a new and deadly turn 
late in July with an attempt to kill 


former party — chairman lan 
Anderson with a car bomb. 
Anderson, suspended from the NF 


pending moves to have him expelled, was 
awoken from his sleep when a small bomb 
attached to the underside of his car 
exploded outside his house in Barking in 
the early hours of the morning. Police were 
called and the remains of the device 
removed for forensic examination. The 
local paper reported it despite Anderson’s 
attempts to suppress the story. One 
persistent suggestion, however, is that the 
device bore a strong similarity to car bombs 
which have been used successfully in 
political assassinations in Northern 
Ireland. 

Behind the bombing, almost certainly, 
are over-enthusiastic supporters of the 
ruling Nick Griffin/Derek Holland faction, 
who are keen to maintain links with foreign 
terrorist groups, acting against dissidents 
led by Anderson and Martin Wingfield who 
argue that such relationships threaten to do 
serious damage to the party. 

Till recently the dispute had reached an 
impasse. Griffin’s supporters were firmly 
in control and their opponents suspended 
from the party. With the release of Joe 
Pearce from prison, however, war has 
broken out again, because he has placed 
himself firmly with Anderson and 
Wingfield and is now co-ordinating moves 
to oust the current leaders. 

Their approach, a direct appeal to the 
rank and file membership over the heads of 
the directorate, has clearly scared Griffin 
and Holland. They are aware of the pull 


War graves attacked 


THE National Front have found a 
new target for their night-time 
outings to desecrate graveyards. 
Now they have attacked an American 
war graves cemetery. 

A Front unit in Cambridgeshire chose 
American Independence Day to insult 
American airmen who died in the war to 
defeat Hitler’s nazis. At Madingley 
which contains the graves of 
more than 9,000 US casualties of the 
Second World War, a monument to the 
memory of those who died was daubed: 
with NF slogans and the Front’s symbol. 

A local British Legion organiser said: 
“To do this sort of thing on a memorial is 
an absolutely despicable act. 

“They show no respect for the dead. 
They forget what they did for this 
country. Those poor blokes died to give 
these people their freedom and all they 
do is abuse it”. 


cemetery, 








Griffin (left) auctions off Joe Pearce (far right) 


that Pearce has amongst the young thugs 
who make up the bulk of the Front’s 
membership. 

And with so much of the NF’s resources 
now being poured into its campaign against 
the Hillsborough agreement in Northern 
Ireland, they are also increasingly worried 
at the effect of Pearce’s defection across the 
water. Although they have been 
assiduously wooing contacts amongst 
Protestant paramilitaries, it is Pearce who 
has the best connections to the UDA and 
the UVF, being a member of both. 

Anderson, Pearce and Co. now have 
their own voice in the struggle for the 
backing of the Front membership, having 
launched a new publication of their own, 
The Flag, from which to attack the NF 
leadership. A magazine called Vanguard is 
on the way. Their material has been well 
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Racism soars in Scotland 


scapegoats for their own terrible plight. 








h_ Glasgow and the capital, Edinburgh, 
‘< _ there has been a shocking increase in the 
level 
_ behaviour of all descriptions. So much 
80 that the press north of the border has _ 


_ - ‘round-up. of recent 
a highlight just how bad the problem is. - 


received at Front branch meetings around 


the country where local activists have 
courted disciplinary action by openly 
selling them. 

The Ulster influence was revealed 


clearly in the attempt to kill Anderson. It is 
known that amongst those with whom the 
Front has been associating in Northern 
Ireland are people who have considerable 
experience and expertise in the art of 
political assassination and it has been 
expected for some time that their methods 
of tackling political disagreement would 
eventually find their way into the Front’s 
own internal affairs. The only question now 
is where it will all stop. Both factions have 
their contacts over the water and there is 
every possibility that before control of the 
party is resolved one way or the other there 
could be serious casualties on both sides. 
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Front official proposes mass murder 


as political solution in N. Ireland 





THE ARRIVAL in Northern Ireland of 
John Field, the young National 
Front directorate member, as the 
Front’s full time liaison officer (see 
Searchlights 132 and 134) has 
increased speculation about the 
NF’s plans to help sections of the 
loyalists carry the near civil war in 
the province to the mainland and 
about the plans of some loyalists to 
seek a nazi-style final solution. 
Field recently stated that the NF’s policy 
on sectarian killings was that Sinn Fein was 
a legitimate target. When questioned 
further, he explained that he did not mean 
only its leaders but anybody who voted for 
the party. This means the NF is openly in 
favour of murdering tens of thousands of 














ies. An independent Ulster 
state must also be rejected 
as a solution to our problems 
unless a weak British govern- 
ment abandons this province to 
Eire. 

Ulster's struggle is just a 
facet of a greater worldwide 
struggle against a Zionist, 
Internationalist, Monopoly 
Capitalist Communist Axis 


Local jterature 


“ULSTER SENTINEL” 
Published by U.S. Publications at P.O. 


Box 3, Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim. 


“ULSTER” 


Published by the Ulster Information 
Service at 2 Gawn Street, Newtownards 
Road, Belfast. 





Top: Klan advertisement in U/ster Sentinel, a 
publication recommended by the UDA’s 
Ulster (above). 


law abiding citizens of Northern Ireland, 
both Catholic and Protestant. 

The team of NF paper sellers, thugs and 
hangers-on that turned up in Northern 
Ireland during the July loyalist parades has 
been back there again for the apprentice 
boys’ march in August and to oppose the 
nationalist parades that take place around 
the same time. Front officials’ claims of 
huge sales of the current publications there 
come as no surprise, as most of their papers 
are now filled with calls to hang Thatcher 
for signing the Anglo-Irish agreement and 
for ‘UDI to be declared in Ulster. 

Field is engaged to Margaret Kerr, the 
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sister of David Kerr, a member of the 
North Belfast Ulster Clubs and a former 
election agent for Nelson McCausland. 
McCausland is also a member of the Ulster 
Clubs and was a candidate for the North 
Belfast Independent Unionist Association. 
He is also very active in the Lord’s Day 
Observance Society. 

David Kerr’s main claim to fame has 
been his involvement with Ulster Sentinel, 
which is sold at NF bookshops and branch 
meetings and carries advertisements for a 
range of racist and anti-Jewish material. 
Field’s and Margaret Kerr’s house in 
Newtonabbey, which has Unionist posters 
in the window, has become the NF’s focal 
point in Northern Ireland. 

David Kerr lives a stone’s throw away. 
He has been in touch with the NF since 1978 
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and spoke at the last NF annual general 
meeting. Three months ago he applied for 
NF membership. David Kerr and John 
Field were recently seen on television at 
Ian Paisley’s side. 

Whilst John Field is cagey about the 
Front’s connections with the UDA, he does 
admit that two of the defendants against 
whom the jury returned not proven verdicts 
in the Glasgow Ulster Volunteer Force 
gun-running trial earlier this year, Steve 
Martin and David Seawright, are NF 
members. David Seawright is the brother 
of the Scottish born Ulster politician, 
George Seawright, who openly supports 
the NF. 

In return for its input to the loyalist 
cause, the Front appears to be getting a 
number of things. Firstly, the Ulster 
Defence Association and others are 
providing finance and a large market for 
NF papers, T-shirts, leaflets, etc. Secondly, 
Field admits that small groups of hand- 
picked NF members are going to Northern 
Ireland for various kinds of training. 

And thirdly, trained manpower from 
Ulster has come to the mainland to give 
practical help to the Front. This has 
included a skinhead now living at the 
Avenell Road nazi nest in London, the full 
time guards at the NF headquarters in 
Croydon, and Bobby McDevitt, the former 
doorman at the UDA headquarters in 











Belfast who appears to come to Britain 
every couple of weeks on far right business. 

Recent events in Birmingham have 
demonstrated some of the skills NF 
members are learning on their visits to 
Northern Ireland. Several attacks have 
taken place on left-wing targets like 
bookshops and the people who work in 
them. The elderly woman who runs the 
Communist party bookshop was roughed 
up and paint was thrown over her and over 
banners and books. 

The owner of another left bookshop 
recently got a postcard purporting to come 
from Birmingham NF members operating 
in Northern Ireland. It warned him that 
they were learning new tricks which they 
would show him when they returned. Some 
days later he was attacked by two men 
wielding lumps of wood with nails attached. 
Fortunately he fought them off before he 
was seriously injured. 

But the Front may face an unexpected 
problem. Joe Pearce, the macho working 
class anti-hero who has been one of the 
most active NF leaders in building links 
with extremists in the UDA and UVF, has 
decided he wants nothing to do with the 
Griffin and Field faction of the NF and is 
firmly in the Anderson and Wingfield 
camp. The Anderson/Winefield faction’s 
continued interest in Ulster politics may be 
reflected in the titles they have chosen for 
their two publications: Vanguard and The 
Flag. 

The recent bomb under Anderson’s car 
outside his home in Newham, East 
London, may be another manifestation of 
the skills the NF has learned in Northern 
Ireland. 


NF hate mail from Ulster to Birmingham 
book shop. 
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Ni 4 — 
icky Crane (above) and his thugs beating an 
Asian (below). Photographs: Stern. 





Labour and 
gay movements 
use nazi 
skinheads as 
minders... 

















A GANG of nazis who infiltrated 


peace and labour movement 
organisations has been exposed by 
Searchlight. The nazi skinheads 
have been acting as stewards at 
CND, anti-apartheid and gay events 
through a company which was on 
the approved list of the Greater 
London Council. 

Soon after the annual CND festival at 
Glastonbury, Searchlight started receiving 
claims from eye-witnesses. that Nicky 
Crane, one of the foulest and most violent 
nazi thugs, had been involved in stewarding 
the event. At first we were sceptical, 
thinking that they must have mistaken 
another skinhead for him. 

But then, people on a recent mass anti- 
apartheid march in London told us that 
when they arrived at Brockwell Park in 
South London, they had seen Crane 
stewarding the concert. 

Finally, we received many calls after the 
London ‘gay pride’ march. On this 
occasion Crane and a number of other nazis 
marched under a ‘gay skins’ banner and 
then attempted to steward the subsequent 
concert. This time he was challenged and in 
response claimed to be gay and to have as 
much right as any other gay to participate. 








Some gays at the event defended Crane’s 
claimed right, and Crane went on not only 
to act as a steward but also to organise 
other stewards. Many eye-witnesses who 
contacted us did not know what to make of 
the fact that at least two men of Afro- 
Caribbean appearance were on Crane’s 
team. 

Searchlight investigated and with the 
help of people in the labour and gay 
movements we found a trail that led to a 
company with the inapposite name Gentle 
Touch which specialises in providing 
stewards and bouncers. We discovered that 
the company gets contracts to supply 
protection for the bandstand, stage or beer 
tent at all kinds of festivals and meetings 
ranging from Tory party gigs to socialist 
concerts such as Red Wedge events. 

The man we found in charge of Gentle 
Touch is well known to Searchlight and to 
the Asian community in South East 
London where he once organised a reign of 
terror with Nicky Crane, Tony Lawrence, 
Mad Mattie Morgan and other members of 
British Movement. In those days he was 
commonly known as Mick Mac. A regular 
donor to British Movement funds, he was 
never seen on the streets without his 
catapult and ball bearings to hand. 

Today he is using two names, Michael 
McAndrew and Michael King. A contract 
with the Wandsworth Beer Company, a 
workers’ co-operative, to guard a beer tent 
at the Haringey anti-racist festival in July 
was signed in the name of Michael King. 
Much to its credit the co-operative dumped 
Gentle Touch on the eve of the event. 

Gentle Touch appears to run a cash in 
hand business, as some of its employees 
like Crane are drawing social security 
benefits while working for McAndrew. 

Crane’s presence in the nest of nazis at 35 
Avenell Road, Islington, is clear evidence 
of his continuing nazi associations. Claims 
by some gays that he must be alright 
because he was seen kissing an Afro- 
Caribbean at a gay function lose their force 
when contrasted with an article in the 
German magazine Stern in June which 
reported how Crane and his friends insult 
and physically attack young Asians. 

The complacency of many progressive 
organisations towards this nazi infiltration 
has caused concern among anti-racists. 
Nazi participation in gay organisations is 
now reaching unprecedented proportions. 
The ‘gay skins’ are running their own 
broadsheet under the slogan “British first, 
gay second”. 

By their lack of political and moral sense 
the labour and gay movements have 
allowed a very large Trojan horse into their 
midst which may well turn out to be a tiger 
that will devour them. 





Above: on the left Australian Peter Grebe alias Damien Dumas, on 
right bonehead Nicky Crane. Left and below: assorted nazi inmates 
of 35 Avenell Road. 








THE PETERBOROUGH 
DEFECT 


RESIDENTS of Peterborough will not be 
happy to discover that recently settled in 
their pleasant town is Graham Gillmore, as 
nasty a piece of work as ever the nazis of the 
National Front have produced. 

Gillmore it was whose discovery of 
national socialism led him to volunteer for 
service in the South African SAS. They 
provided him with what his fellow nazis had 
always wanted: the chance to murder 
innocent blacks with impunity, as on the 
raids into Mozambique in which he 
participated. 

Coming back to the UK he was soon in the 
thick of it for the Front, organising their boot 
boys into the military style ‘colour party’ 
which graces the head of their 
demonstrations and, on occasion, running 
discreet outdoor training facilities for hand 
picked young thugs on a farm in Kent. 

From his former West London stamping 
ground he has now moved to Peterborough, 
in line no doubt with the ‘back to the country’ 
philosophy which now prevails in the party. 
Here he is, according to NF News, the 
‘spearhead’ (what an appropriate choice of 
word) of a newly formed NF unit in the area. 
NFN boasts that: “Recently the 
Peterborough NF were given a 5-minute slot 
on the Anglia TV news which covers millions 
of people throughout East Anglia”. 


* % * 


HOLLANDAISE SAUCE 


IT’S official. NF leader Derek Holland, one of 
the faction who grabbed control of the party 
last year, is a nazi. 

The Press Council recently heard a 
complaint (one of a million recently lodged 
by the Front prompted by their legal adviser 
Pat Harrington), wherein Holland tried to 
repudiate a suggestion made in The 
Guardian that he was a national socialist. Far 
from it, he said, he was actually an anti-nazi. 

Not surprisingly, the Press Council, which 
has seen rather a lot of Holland lately, knows 
him better than this and booted his plea well 
into touch. 

“The article did not unfairly characterise 
the political views the complainant holds”, it 
adjudicated. 

Faring little better was Californian-based 
revisionist entrepreneur Dave McCalden, the 
former NF activist who emigrated to the 
States several years ago and now makes a 
living peddling anti-semitica by mail order. 

He went whining to the Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission that in Channel 4’s 
The other Face of Terror, in which Ray Hill 
revealed himself to be a Searchlight mole, 
McCalden was described as an ‘anti-semitic 
writer’. Like the Press Council, the BCC could 
spot a nazi when it saw one and he too went 
home empty handed. 

Strange therefore that McCalden should 
now be writing to his revisionist subscribers 
telling them that he can’t wait for the 
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PEOPLE ON THE WORLD SCENE _ 


Kurt Waldheim, who on 
June 8, 1986, as the can- 
didate of the Austrian Peo- 
ple's Party, won the second 
round of the general elec- 
tions to become Federal 
President of Austria for 
the next six years, was 
born on December 21, 1918 
in St. Andraé-Wérden, 
Lower Austria, into the 
family of a schoolteacher. A 
lawyer by education, he 
graduated from the law 


KURT WALDHEIM 


school of Vienna University 
and studied at the Vienna 
Consular Academy. 


Kurt Waldheim embarked 
on a diplomatic career in 
1945. He held a number 
of executive posts at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and in Austria's diplomatic 
missions abroad. He was 
Ambassador to Canada, 
and headed the Foreign 
Ministry's personnel depart- 
ment and political division. 
Upon Austria's admission 
to the United Nations in 
1955 he was appointed 
permanent observer for 
Austria and, later, its Am- 
bassador at the U.N. In 
1968-70 Kurt Waldheim 
was Austria's Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 


In 1971 Kurt Waldheim 
was elected U.N. Secre- 
tary-General, and re-elect- 
ed to that post for oa 


second term in 1976. As 
U.N. Secretary-General, he 
worked actively to in- 
crease the United Nations’ 
effectiveness in strengthen- 
ing international security, 
called for the curbing of 
the arms race, and the abo- 
lition of the vestiges of 
colonialism and racism. In 
his public statements he 
stressed the importance of 
stopping all nuclear tests 
and carrying on the policy 
of East-West détente. 


Kurt Waldheim has 
visited the Soviet Union 
many times. He advocates 
the maintenance and de- 
velopment of  Soviet- 
Austrian relations. 


Kurt Waldheim is the 
author of a number of 
books and articles on in- 
ternational affairs. He is 
married with three grown- 
up children. 


i 





Soviet blind eye to the past, New Times 30.6.86. 
a ee Eee 


programme to be broadcast in the US, where 
he is waiting with a writ. It is, after all, easier 
to succeed with a libel action on this side of 
the Atlantic. 

Still, if it helps, we're quite happy to give 
him a chance: Dave McCalden, you are an 
anti-semite and a nazi. Now where's your 
writ? 


% % % 


SUB EDITING 


VOTERS in the Essex constituency of 
Billericay will have been reassured to learn in 
June that they were not, as many of them 
had come to believe, represented by an MP 
with unsavoury far right connections. Harvey 
Proctor, they were told by the local Thurrock 
Gazette, had routed the BBC over 
accusations made in the famous Panorama 
programme ‘Maggie's Militant Tendency’. 

In a rather garbled report, the paper stated 
that “Last year he sued the BBC over 
allegations that he was a member of the 
National Front and won an out of court 
settlement”. 

It's nonsense on both counts. No one has 
ever accused him of being an NF member. 
Rather, Panorama took a painstaking look at 
his connections with three extremist groups, 
Tory Action, WISE and David Irving’s Focus 
Policy Study Group, and asked whether it 
was fitting for a Conservative to be 
associating with such people. Panorama 
looked at four MPs in particular who had 
links to one or more of these groups. Only 
Proctor achieved the impressive grand slam 
of being connected with all of them. 

The second error is the more significant. He 
did not get an out of court settlement. The 
only thing Proctor got in his total surrender 
to the BBC was a hefty bill from his own 
lawyers. He withdrew his legal action 


unconditionally. He got no apology or 
retraction, no damages and not a penny of 
his costs. It was an unmitigated and 
humiliating defeat for the right wing MP. 

So how did the Thurrock Gazette come to 
get the story so wrong? A reader wrote to the 
editor pointing out the facts and asking him 
to put the record straight. It was not 
published. When he telephoned the editor to 
find out why, he was told that it was Mr 
Proctor who informed them that he had won 
a successful settlement. 

It is quite possible, of course, that the 
paper's chief got hold of the wrong end of the 
stick. But whatever the reason, a wholly 
erroneous account of the outcome of the 
case has been put on the record in the MP’s 
constituency. We have been awaiting 
anxiously Proctor’s letter to the Thurrock 
Gazette explaining the true position and 
explaining that he had to admit defeat in the 
action. Oddly, it hasn’t appeared yet. 

But never one to let the grass grow under 
his feet, Proctor is again in harness for Tory 
Action, one of the groups Panorama took him 
to task for associating with over two years 
ago. In July he was the principal speaker at a 
TA meeting held in the House of Commons. 
And the subject, not unusually, was race and 
immigration. 

And that’s true! 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ COUNCILLOR ATTACKED 


A Labour councillor in Oldham has had a lump of 
concrete thrown through his window in the latest 
of a series of attacks on his home. 

Councillor Frank Heap believes he is the victim 
of attacks by National Front members because he 
is a supporter of Asian rights on the Council. 

(New Life 11.7.86) 
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Po me 2 aX i ° 
Islington AFA demonstration against the nazis. The Asian community defends itself. 


ACTION FOR THE AUTUMN 


AT ITS quarterly council meeting 
on 2 August, Anti-Fascist Action 
announced plans for an autumn 
programme centred around the 
50th anniversary of the Cable 
Street battle against Mosley’s 
fascists. 


AFA will play a key role as part of the 
Cable Street 50th anniversary steering 
committee in organising a_ public 
meeting with leading speakers from the 
international anti-fascist and anti-racist 
movement. 

At noon on 4th October a march will 

set off from Aldgate, one of the scenes 
of todays anti-racist struggle. The march 
will pass through the area where in 1936 
hundreds of thousands of Londoners 
rallied to oppose Mosley’s march 
through the then predominantly Jewish 
East End. The marchers will also visit 
parts of Tower Hamlets where recently 
Asians have been victims of racist 
murders, arsons and violent assaults. 
’ The demonstration will end with a 
rally and ceremony in Cable Street, 
where 50 years ago the fascists were 
halted and forced to retreat. 

The organisers of the Cable Street 
anniversary events are keen to hear 
from veterans of Cable Street or the 


International Brigade, whom 
would like to invite to participate. 

On the same day AFA will launch a 
week of national activity. Meetings and 
concerts will take place in Birmingham, 
Leeds, Manchester, Bradford and 
Leicester as well as on a number of 
university campuses with the support of 
the National Union of Students. During 
the week a delegation from “SOS 
Racisme” in France will tour Britain and 
attend events in Manchester, Newcastle 
and Sheffield. 

The AFA council meeting also heard 
reports of AFA activities over the 
previous month and discussed plans to 
leaflet the Celtic v Arsenal football 
match on 5 August. 

The meeting heard that AFA now has 
available leaflets, posters, stickers and 
bulletins. Two new leaflets aimed at 
countering racist and fascist influence in 
schools and at football matches will be 
ready shortly. And with the assistance of 
a team of barristers and solicitors AFA 
has set up a legal defence group to 
defend and advice anti-fascists who 
need help. 

Last year AFA opposed the National 
Front’s remembrance day march. The 
publicity resulted in calls for the banning 
of this year’s NF parade. AFA decided 
that this year it would call upon all anti- 


they 


AFA announces 
Cable Street 50th 
anniversary 
programme 


fascists and anti-racists to assemble at 
noon on 9 November in Trafalgar 
Square and march in memory of those 
who fought fascism in World War Two 
and the post war victims of racism and 
anti-semitism. 

For further information on AFA’s 
programme, please write to: AFA, PO 
Box 273, Forest Gate, London E2, or 
AFA, PO Box 4, South M/C PDO, 
Manchester, M20 9EG, or telephone 01 
555 8151. 

Details of the Cable Street activities 
can be obtained from Jim Lawrie, 
telephone 01 981 6515. 

AFA would also like to hear from 
people or organisations willing to 
sponsor a half page advertisement to 
promote anti-fascism and anti-racism. 
The advertisement will be placed in The 
Guardian in September. 











NF comes unstuck in Oldham 


PLANS by the ‘political soldiers’ 
of the National Front to swagger 
through Oldham came _ badly 
unstuck on 19 July. No strutting 
for them. Instead, after their 
movements’ were constantly 
reported to the police by the local 
Asian community and _6 after 
coming off worse in clashes with 
anti-fascists, they suffered the 
humiliation of being run out of 
town by the police. 

The day’s events were the 
culmination of a lengthy and on-going 
effort by the powerful Oldham 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
(OCARF) to organise defence of Asians 
who have been the targets of NF- 
inspired harassment. 

The NF had been intending to hold a 
march in protest at the arrest of two of 
their members in connection with a 
spate of vicious hate-mail attacks 
against Asians, Labour Party members 
and local community relations workers. 

As soon as the NF march was 
announced, OCARF swung into action 
with a massive campaign in the town to 
expose the nazi threat and to call for 
action to stop the march. The OCARF 
stance was impressive: 10,000 leaflets 
were handed out, a big advertisement 
was placed in a weekly free-sheet and 
preparations were made for  self- 
defence. 

In addition, representations were 
made to both the police and the borough 
council to demand a ban on the march 
and, finally, an appeal was issued to 
anti-fascists in the Manchester area to 
mobilise for a counter-demonstration if 
the Front march went ahead. 

Two days before the date of the 
march, OCARF’s campaign bore fruit 
when the police read the bans to the NF. 
This news brought forth a frenzied howl 
of protest from the fascists in which they 
did little to conceal their violent 
intentions. 

Local NF leaders Alex Malcolm and 
John Butler rushed into print to 
threaten the world-at-large with 
mayhem. Branch chairman John Butler 
said there would be an NF ‘blitz’ in local 
schools, while regional organiser Alex 
Malcolm vowed to ‘smash’ any marches 
held by opponents and to ship in NF 
members from elsewhere to do it. 

It was announced that the Front 
would try to defy the police ban. When it 
came to it, they found a well-organised 
opposition. 

Over 200 anti-fascists crammed into 
the Bangladeshi centre in Werneth, 
where many Asians live, while OCARF 
mounted spotter patrols around the 
area. Other anti-nazis including 
members of Anti-Fascist Action and the 
Labour Party Young Socialists were also 





on the scene to add to the united 
response. 

When the NF’s much_ vaunted 
‘national mobilisation’ did finally show, 
it was less than awe-inspiring: a raggle- 
taggle mob of bedraggled skinheads 
who were quickly put to flight. 

Though the day, much to the anger of 
the nazis, was a big victory for OCARF 
and the anti-fascists, it was not without 
cost. Nine anti-fascists were arrested for 
defending themselves when fascists 
tried to attack their mini-bus and now 
face serious charges including malicious 
wounding and affray, a charge that 
carries a maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment. 

After their demise in Oldham, the NF 
are seething and known to be seeking 
revenge. OCARF is pledged to continue 
its excellent campaign of vigilance and 
self-defence. That will guarantee that 
any NF attempts to ‘try it on’ will meet 
with another drubbing. 


For further information on the Oldham 
Nine, please contact PO Box 4, South 
Manchester PDO, Manchester, 
M20 9EG. 


@ LEADING Oldham NF member 
John Butler who rose meteorically, if 


somewhat briefly, to prominence with 
his claims that the NF would ‘blitz’ local 
schools with racist propaganda, has quit 
his position as NF branch chairman. 

His latest move (or headlong flight?) 
comes after he was roundly denounced 
for his political activities in the town’s 
evening paper, the Oldham Evening 
Chronicle. Butler’s problem was that it 
was his parents who did the denouncing. 

His father, Stanley, told the paper: 
“We want nothing to do with this 
organisation”. He said that the family 
home had been ‘inundated’ with calls 
and that both he and Butler’s mother 
were ‘very upset” over his association 
with the NF. 

Getting it dead right, Mr Butler 
added: “He has been led astray; his head 
pumped with strange ideals by 
persuasive older people”. 

It is to be hoped that 18 years old 
Butler has now abandoned his career as 
a ‘political soldier’ and will heed the 
advice of his parents to break off his 
connections with these people with 
‘strange ideals’. His recent conviction 
on offensive weapons charges arising 
from the NF’s abortive attempt to 
march in Oldham might give him further 
encouragement to quit for good. 





“ 


Frank Burden, Leeds nazi psychopath — one of many reasons for increased anti-fascist 


activity in the city (see right). 
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ANTI RACIST ANTI FASCIST GROUP 


Islington AFA march on 35 Avenell Road nest of nazis in July 1986. 
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AFA: new broom sweeps clean 


ANTI-FASCIST Action has continued 
its environmental health campaign by 
taking on the fascists wherever they 
appear on the streets and denting their 
credibility with their supporters by 
preventing them from marching. It is 
now obvious that in many parts of the 
country AFA is strong enough to deal 
with local nazi activities without help 
from other regions, while the small 
number of nazis who still dare to appear 
on the streets have to bus in their 
supporters from all over the country. 

In Harlow, Essex, where for many 
years the fascists have concentrated their 
efforts on youngsters at school or the 
unemployed, local people welcomed 
warmly an anti-fascist show of strength 
at the regular fascist paper selling 
pitches. Harlow has developed a strong 
anti-fascist presence in recent years, but 
the show of unity from other Essex AFA 
branches raised spirits in the town 
greatly. 

In Oldham on 19 July the NF’s plans to 
cause maximum trouble after their 
return from the loyalist marches in 
Ulster failed miserably when large 
numbers of AFA members and other 
anti-racists joined forces to make a 
fascist street presence impossible. 
Despite several forays into Asian areas 
around Oldham and Bradford by gangs 
of nazis armed with various weapons, the 
NF showed it did not rule the streets and 
was unable to march. 





After a minibus full of anti-fascists was 
stoned by NF members who had kicked 
down a brick wall for ammunition, the 
police moved in to arrest a number of the 
anti-fascists who had got off the bus 
amidst a hail of bricks and bottles from 
the fascists to defend themselves. The 
police seemed to be singling out known 
anti-fascist activists, both black and 
white, for special treatment, and a 
number now face the very serious charge 
of making an affray. 

The following Saturday the joint 
attempts of the British National Party 
and the NF to hold a pro-South Africa 
rally in Leeds city centre fell apart when 
large numbers of anti-fascists from 
Leeds, Manchester and Liverpool took to 
the streets, clearing them of fascist 
activists. 

On Sunday 27 July nearly 300 anti- 
fascists marched through Islington 
behind the Islington AFA banner to 35 
Avenell Road, present home of Nicky 
Crane, Peter Crain and many other 
nazis (see Searchlight 134). Local MP 
Jeremy Corbyn led the march with a 
number of Asian families who have been 
attacked and harassed since the nazis 
moved in. Many local school teachers 
whose black pupils have been physically 
attacked also joined in. Local people in 
the streets or at their windows cheered 
the marchers on. 

At 35 Avenell Road all the nazis could 


manage was to shout abuse and give nazi 





salutes whilst cowering behind heavy 
police lines. The police, instead of 
searching the nazis for the concealed 
weapons they were likely to be carrying, 
seemed more concerned that black 
neighbours had dared to turn out to add 
their voices to the anti-nazi protest. 

But perhaps the police behaviour is not 
so surprising in the light of an earlier 
incident. Searchlight has heard from a 
police source that when the local MP 
called police to a nazi house party the 
previous weekend, the officers spent half 
an hour at the house chatting and 
drinking with the occupants. 


Avenell Road residents give 
traditional greeting. 




















BNP officer David Bruce screams abuse at protesters as his stewards prepare to attack 


them at John Scurr School. 


Charges dismissed in 
five John Scurr cases 


OF THE ten anti-fascists who were 
arrested and charged when the British 
National Party held its meeting at John 
Scurr School on 3 May, five have had 
their cases heard at the time of going to 
press. All have had the charges dismissed 
in what has become a series of 
humiliations for the police. 

Micky Fenn was charged with 
threatening behaviour after coming to 
the aid of a relative who was being beaten 
up by BNP thugs in the meeting. The 
magistrate, clearly unhappy with the 
police evidence, stopped the case half- 
way through and dismissed the charge. 

Mantu Miah was alleged to have been 
wielding a stick and making threatening 
faces at BNP supporters on the Mile End 
Road. After he chose jury trial on an 
offensive weapon charge, the 
prosecution decided to offer no evidence 
against him and the charge was 
dismissed. A further charge of 
threatening behaviour was dropped 
when Miah accepted a bind-over. 

Three Anti-Fascist Action members 
won £750 costs against the police after 
the proceedings against them 
degenerated into farce. They had been 
told there would be eleven police 
witnesses giving evidence against them 
on charges of threatening behaviour and 
assaulting a police inspector outside the 
school. 

They gathered their witnesses — an 
impressive array of teachers, social 


workers, vicars and similar ‘mindless 


hooligans of the left? — and assembled at 
Old Street Magistrates Court on 9 July 
for the hearing, only to find that not a 
single police witness had turned up. 
After twenty minutes of phone calls the 
prosecution produced two officers — one 
in a T-shirt and jeans, who looked as 
though he’d just crawled out of bed, and 
a woman police officer who’d left her 
notebook at Bethnal Green Police Station 
(“It’s on its way”, she told a bemused 
magistrate), and couldn’t remember a 
thing without it. The magistrate, clearly 
disgusted, threw out all the charges and 
imposed the costs order against the 
prosecutor’s strenuous objections. 

Police behaviour on the day had been 
widely condemned. After the High Court 
ordered that the school, in Tower 
Hamlets, be made available for a public 
election meeting from 2pm, the police, 
led by Supt. Harvey and Inspector 
Curtis, barred the gates to members of 
the public seeking entry. 

They refused to negotiate with 
organisers of the anti-fascist protest, 
wading in instead and making arrests. 
Then, when the BNP arrived, they let 
them in round the back and only allowed 
30 to 40 hand-picked protestors in 
afterwards. When these people were set 
upon by fascists within minutes of the 
meeting’s starting at the instigation of 
John Tyndall from the platform, police 
were very slow to intervene and several 
anti-fascists sustained injuries. Only two 
fascists were arrested. 





TWO ANC GUESTS 
AT SWEDISH 
ANTI-RACISTS’ 
SUMMER CAMP 


ANTI-RACISTS from all over 
Sweden gathered for a week- 
long summer camp in beautiful 
scenic surroundings near 
Gothenburg at the end of July. 

During the six days of lectures and 
discussion, the conference heard Glyn 
Ford MEP as well as speakers from SOS 
Racisme in France and_ from 
Searchlight, who gave accounts of the 
growth of far-right activity and racial 
violence in their respective countries. 

Pride of place, however, belonged to 
the two representatives of the black 
freedom struggle in South Africa who 
were in attendance. 

One of these, a high-ranking ANC 
fighter (who cannot be named _ for 
security reasons), brought the greetings 
of ANC headquarters in Lusaka, 
describing the camp as “a solidarity 
camp which will inspire the ANC”. 

Referring to the situation in South 
Africa, the ANC speaker explained how 
the whole edifice of apartheid was fast 
crumbling under the hammer blows of 
the resistance movement. 

He said: “In our country, people have 
now lost their fear of death, even though 
the violence in Soweto, for example, is 
now far worse than when the school 
students were shot down by police in 
1976. . . nothing can stop the offensive 
of the masses”. 

He added that apartheid, “the 
concentrated expression of world-wide 
racist cancer”, could not be reformed. It 
would have to be overthrown. 

Both the ANC speaker and the poet 
of the black resistance, Don Mattera, 
emphasised that the fight against race- 
hatred, which they described as “the 
great evil of our time”, was indivisible 
and they urged anti-racists in Europe to 
step up their efforts to help in the 
destruction of apartheid and to combat 
racism in Europe. 

The conference unanimously carried 
two resolutions. The first on South 
Africa declared full support for all 
organisations fighting the Botha regime 
and called for the release of Nelson 
Mandela and all political prisoners and 
the total isolation of the South African 
regime. 

The second resolution — on the 
situation in Europe — said that “Europe 
was now at the crossroads” and could go 
towards a multi-cultural society or 
towards one in which racism became 
totally —_institutionalised. |§ Drawing 
attention to the 50th anniversary of the 
Spanish Civil War, the resolution stated 
that, as in 1936, international co- 
ordination was vital if the menaces of 
racism, anti-semitism, xenophobia and 
fascism were to be defeated. 




























































































Going ... going .. . gone 


IN 1923 Adolf Hitler received a short, 
and none too sharp, prison sentence for 
his part in the unsuccessful Munich 
uprising. He made use of his time inside 
Landsberg prison to write or, more 
accurately, to dictate Mein Kampf, his 
meandering and _ hate-filled political 
testament. In 1986 a would-be Fiihrer 
receives an all-too-short sentence, but, 
mercifully, a meandering testament is 


interrupted. 

John Tyndall, current leader of the British 
National Party, and former Fihrer of the 
National Front, Greater Britain Movement and 
several less memorable bunches of misfits, is 
currently a guest of Her Majesty. Having at long 
last been found guilty of inciting racial hatred, Mr 
Tyndall is to spend the next few months out of 
harm’s way. And that means an interruption to 
his editorial duties at Spearhead, the magazine 
Tyndall has produced since the 1960s (with 
previous interruptions of a judicial nature). 

In the last issue of Spearhead, before Tyndall 
officially joined the company of criminals, 
teaders were warned of the impending 
interruption. July’s issue contained a “Special 
message from The Editor”. It was entitled “If I 
should go to jail. ..”. The echo of Rupert 
Brooke is not maintained beyond the title: we do 
not have any poetic musings about a corner of 
England that is forever Nuremberg. Instead, we 
see a rather dull individual putting his rather dull 
affairs in order. 

It will not be possible to publish Spearhead 
from the confines of a prison cell, and there is no 
one else sufficiently important to be entrusted 
with the task. To quote the matchless prose of 
Tyndall: “in the case of my imprisonment, it 
would not be possible to continue publishing the 
magazine, as no person would be available who 
could perform all the duties therein involved, 
which include not only editorial duties but also 
numerous other duties on the production side”. 

There follows one of the Fiihrer’s bureau- 
cratically exact phrases: “The keeping of 
Spearhead going is a semi-full-time occupation”. 
Notice the precision: an ordinary office- 
manager, lacking the Teutonic credentials of 
Tyndall, might have said that running the 
magazine was almost a full-time job. But a real 
leader knows that the technical activity of 
producing twenty pages of nonsense a month 
deserves a technical label: “the keeping of 
Spearhead going” is the correct description of the 
burdens falling to the Chief Keeper of the 
Spearhead Goings. The burdens may be never 
endingly burdensome, but, technically, the job is 
more than part-time and less than full-time. 
Semi-full-time, to be heel-clickingly precise. 

Before Mr Tyndall was to leave us for his cell, 
he left behind some classic fare in his capacity of 
Chief Keeper. Page three of Spearhead’s July 
Goings sees Tyndall riding one of his very 
favourite hobby-horses: litter. Britain is about to 
be submerged beneath a very non-Aryan pile of 
refuse. Therefore the Chief Keeper of the 
nation’s cleanliness enjoys a quick tantrum about 
“the sloppy, undisciplined attitudes of a large 
portion of the British people, who take such little 
pride in their neighbourhoods that they chuck 
litter about them as naturally as they breathe”. 
And guess who is going to be the Chief Keeper of 


a spotless cell? 

Elsewhere in the well kept Goings of 
Spearhead we read about the battle which Mr 
Molesworth has been having with the Press 
Council. Mr Molesworth has been complaining 
about the habit of West Country local 
newspapers of referring to the British National 
Party as a ‘nazi party’. For example, The Bristol 
Journal was scandalous enough to use “the term 
‘Nazi’ in large type in headline in reference to the 
BNP”. As Mr Molesworth explained to the Press 
Council: 

“The repeated use of the terms ‘nazi’ and 
‘neo-nazi’ is grossly misleading. These terms 
in no way describe our party’s policies and 
their impact is therefore purely emotive”. 

Despite having produced chapter and verse of 
all these references to nazism, Mr Molesworth 
gained no satisfaction from the Press Council. 
The Keeper of The Bristol Journal’s Goings can 
continue unimpeded to malign the BNP as a nazi 
party. 

Unfortunately, the effect of Mr Molesworth’s 
efforts is rather undermined by the article which 
follows on from his piece. It’s a eulogy to Rudolf 
Hess, penned by Colin Jordan. Yes, it’s the same 
Colin Jordan whose uncompromising nazism was 
the indirect inspiration for the foundation of 
Spearhead. Back in 1964 Tyndall had the sudden 
revelation that propaganda which contented 
itself by quoting large chunks of Mein Kampf was 
never going to sway the British public. What was 
needed was a magazine to anglicise the Germanic 
trappings of nazi philosophy. Tyndall quarrelled 
with Jordan over the issue and, thus, was 
Spearhead born. And its nazism was, at least in 
those days, a little too soft for the die-hard 
Jordan. 


Nor was Jordan softened in the intervening 
years, as his article makes plain. There’s some 
predictable stuff about the Nuremberg Trials 
being “under Jewish management”. We learn 
about Herr Hitler's peaceable intents: on 
attaining power, he “had proposed general 
disarmament”. We hear about the “Aryan 
renaissance”, which nazism achieved, and, above 
all, about the bravery of Herr Hess. How 
dreadful that this great man should have been 
imprisoned. His flight to Britain had been a great 
mission which “could have assured the security 
and prosperity of the white peoples of this globe 
for many generations to come”. 

In fact, Hitler’s Deputy, far from deserving 
punishment, merited the highest of awards: “No- 
one deserves the Nobel Peace Prize more than 
this man”. Yes folks (or, rather Volks), this is the 
story of “a man who made more sacrifices for 
world peace in our century than the rest of 
mankind put together”. 

As Tyndall sits in his prison cell, let us reflect 
on the modesty of the man. Here is a great leader 
— so great that he does not need to dictate His 
Struggle whilst serving Das Porridge. And here 
he is making the great sacrifice of forgoing a semi- 
full-time job. And yet he is able to concede that 
his great sacrifices, those of a Keeper of some Far 
Gone Goings, are nothing compared to the 
sacrifices of Hitler’s Deputy. And all this from a 
man who heads a party which is anything but 
nazi. 

For the present, we must leave Mr Tyndall to 
his tidy cell. His type-writer and printing-presses 
will rest silent for the next few months. Whether 
or not he is enjoying the rest, we at Searchlight 
welcome the break from reporting the semi-full- 
time activities from this full-time semi-nut-case. 





Oi, wake up, your semi-full-time Fithrer’s speaking. John Tyndall fails to arouse his 
supporters. 
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RECAP: An A-Z of who's who on the far right 


@ TWO ONTO ONE 


Two men made an unprovoked attack on an Asian 
trader at Grimsby market. Mr Karmjit Singh 
Sandhu was collecting items from a stall at 
Freeman street market when he was kicked and 
punched to the ground. He suffered facial cuts and 
an eye injury which required specialist treatment. 
He managed to get to his feet but was followed 
through the market by two men shouting racist 
abuse. The men made off in a van and Mr Sandhu 
noted its number. 

Kim Dickens (22), of Cleethorpes, pleaded 
guilty to assault causing actual bodily harm, and 
was fined £100, ordered to forfeit £100 of a 
binding over order, and told to pay £50 
compensation. 

The police have apparently failed to trace the 
second assailant despite being given such a good 
lead. 

(Grimsby Evening Telegraph 9.7.86) 


@ RACIST TENANTS 


Brent Council has failed in an attempt to evict a 
man convicted of daubing racist graffiti on a 
council estate. 

John Harris (27), a former member of the 
National Front, was sentenced in May at 
Willesden Crown Court for the offence. He was 
ordered to carry out 180 hours of community 
service and pay £650 compensation. Harris was 
ordered out of the family home by his mother, but 
the council pressed ahead with its unsuccessful 
action as, it said, it could not guarantee that he 
would not return. 

In Wandsworth, a worker with the racial 
harassment unit has said that council tenants who 
make racist attacks should be evicted. Indranil 
Ray said the council should also refuse to rehouse 
them. Wandsworth Council is considering 
making racial harassment a breach of contract. 

(South London Press 4.7.86, Jewish Chronicle 
1.8.86) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ KILLER GETS SIX YEARS 


A Smethwick teenager has been sentenced to six 
years’ youth custody after he admitted killing 
Lambar Singh Paul in a street attack. Mr Martin 
Wilson QC said Atkins had been drinking. He was 
heard shouting racialist comments at his victim 
who tried to get away. Atkins pursued him and 
was seen stamping savagely on the man’s head. 
The victim died 15 days later from severe head 
injuries. 

Atkins admitted striking Lambar Singh with 
his fist, and stamping on his chest, but denied 
jumping on his head. Atkins admitted that the 
next day he celebrated his birthday with a meal 
and a visit to a disco. 

Atkins changed his plea from not guilty to 
murder to guilty of manslaughter after a jury had 
been unable to reach a verdict on the murder 
charge. 

(Birmingham Evening Mail 29.7.86, 1.8.86) 


@ PAPER BOY KNIFED 


An Asian paper boy has been slashed with a 
Stanley knife in a racist attack. The incident 
occurred in East Molesey, Middlesex, when the 
15-year-old boy was returning home after 
delivering newspapers. 

Two white youths pulled him from his bicycle, 
called him a “Paki’’, and slashed his cheeks with a 
Stanley knife. 

The police are treating the attack as a racial 
incident. 

(New Life 11.7.86) 





@ OXFORD ATTACK 


An Asian youth was attacked in Oxford “because 
he was a Pakistani’’. Fifteen-year-old Bahuta 
Sahota was asked for a cigarette by three youths 
who then kicked him to the ground. He received 
injuries to his face, back and legs. 

Three youths, Seamus Faulkner (17), Darren 
Hazell (18), and Leslie Rhodes (17) admitted 
attacking Bahuta and causing him actual bodily 
harm. They were remanded on bail. 

(New Life 11.7.86) 


@ NF BANDSMEN IN IRON BAR ATTACK 


Two men who attacked a black man with an iron 
bar were members of a National Front band. They 
also liked to dress up in nazi uniforms. 

Peter Collins and Lee Perry, both 17, of 
Bermondsey, and two other youths, attacked 
middle aged foreman Mr Lindon Morgan on 12 
January last year, as he returned home from work 
in Lambeth. All four attackers had been drinking 
heavily. 

Mr Morgan was verbally abused then attacked 
from behind with a steel building rod. He was also 
kicked and punched and hit with wooden sticks. 
He received two large cuts on his head which 
required 18 stitches. 

At Inner London Crown Court last October, 
Collins and Perry, and a third youth, Martin Hills 
(18) of Bermondsey, were all convicted of 
wounding with intent to cause actual bodily harm. 
A fourth member of the group was acquitted. 
Collins and Perry, who were under 17 at the time, 
were sentenced to three years’ detention, and 
Hills, who was 17, was sentenced to three years’ 
youth custody. 

In a hearing in the Court of Appeal, at which 
Collins was described as holding “disturbing and 
fanatical views”, appeals against sentence were 
dismissed. 

(South London Press 8.7.86) 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 








Nazi armies 
growing 


The virulently far rightist group Aryan 
Nations received extensive publicity 
when its recent congress called for a 
white-only nation to be created in the 
five north-western states of the USA. 

The congress, attended by some 150 
delegates from the USA and Canada, 
included among its speakers the veteran 
Canadian nazi John Ross Taylor, Aryan 
Nations leader Rev. Richard Butler and the 
Rev. Robert Miles, the Michigan-based 
former Klan leader and convicted bomber. 
Aryan Nations hopes to move its 
supporters into the north-west and 
ultimately partition the USA into separate 
racial states. 

At the congress, Miles called on 
supporters to “flood the north-west with 
white babies”, arguing that whites should 
enter into multi-partner marriages in order 
to “outbreed the enemy”. The Saturday 
night of the Idaho gathering was marked by 
a ritual cross-burning. 

At a less-publicised event earlier in 
Michigan, the Rev. Miles hosted a 
gathering of some 200 far rightists including 
Don Black of the Ku Klux Klan, Glenn 
Miller of the White Patriot Party. Dr 
William Pierce of the National Alliance 
and the Canadian John Ross Taylor. The 
event included cross-burnings, a White 
Patriot Party film-show and a _ ritual 
wedding. 

Meanwhile in Chicago demonstrators 
clashed with the Ku Klux Klan at a white 
supremacy rally in the city’s Marquette 
Park. The following day, the Klan 
appeared in opposition to a Lincoln Park 
Gay Pride march. According to an article in 
one Chicago paper, Aryan Nations and 
allied groups have targeted the city for 
extensive racist organising. 

The Klan has also been active elsewhere, 
with members of the Southern White 
Knights of the KKK being stopped by 
police while attempting to enter the 
Atlanta, Georgia, performance of an anti- 
Klan musical sponsored by the Center for 
Democratic Renewal, formerly the 
National Anti-Klan Network. One 
Klansman carried a placard reading ‘White 
Power Equals Red Death’. The White 
Knights leader, Dave Holland, was earlier 
acquitted of the beating up of a Center for 
Democratic Renewal worker after a racist 





Above: key far rightist figures (clockwise from top left): Louis Beam, Klansman and former 
Aryan Nations leader; Aryan Nations founder Richard Butler; Kiansman Robert Miles; and 
Gary Yarbrough, a leader of “The Order”. Below: Klansmen in public display of paramilitary 


fervour. 


meeting. 

Despite such harassment, the Center has 
continued to produce its journal, The 
Monitor, the most recent issue of which 
leads on the activities of neo-nazi skinhead 
gangs in a number of American cities and 
the attempts of Aryan Nations, the White 
American Political Association, the SS 
Action Group and other far rightists to 
recruit from their ranks. Racist 
photographer Bob Hoy, recently in Britain 
with the National Front, has, The Monitor 
reports, produced a three-page spread for 
Willis Carto’s rightist paper The Spotlight 
in which American skinheads are praised 
for their “macho creed” and “total rejection 
of the system”. 

And in Arizona, a uniformed and armed 
squad of the organisation Civilian Material 
Assistance ambushed 16 Mexicans 
attempting to enter the USA and held them 
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for over an hour before surrendering them 
to the Border Patrol. CMA, which claims 
5,000 members, had previously been best 
known for its involvement with the 
Nicaraguan contras, one of its founders 
being killed in a helicopter shot down over 
Nicaragua. 

Thomas Posey, national director of the 
organisation, is a former marine and a one- 
time member of the John Birch Society. “In 
my younger days I did know Klansmen. 
Ive even been to a couple of Klan 
meetings”, he told reporters. 





Furore over 
revisionist book 


The Paris branch of the booksellers WH 
Smith has ceased stocking a book 
claiming the Holocaust _ never 
happened, following protests. 

After an anonymous advertisement had 
appeared in a Paris newspaper falsely 


claiming that the shop stocked The Hoax of 


the Twentieth Century, enquiries by 
potential buyers had led the shop to order 
copies. Although unsold copies were 
subsequently removed from the shelves, 
the firm stated that while it would not hold 
the book in stock, it would order it if 
requested. 

The decision was denounced by Dr Jacob 
Gewirtz of the Jewish Board of Deputies, 
who accused the firm of acting as 
distributors for “organised international 
anti-semitism”. 
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Revisionist loses 
doctorate 


Henri Roques, awarded a doctorate by 
Nantes University for a thesis casting 
doubt on the Holocaust, has been 
stripped of the degree by the French 


government. 
Roques, who has a_ record of 
involvement _ with several —neo-nazi 


organisations, had received the degree 
from a specially convened panel, several of 
whom were also right-wing activists and 
were not specialists in the period studied by 
Roques. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Fascists train kids 
in arms use 





The neo-fascist Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB) has announced plans to 
train white children over the age of 10 in the 
use of weapons. The man in charge of the 
AWB’s paramilitary training, Arthur 


Conwright, is a former security police 
officer. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Death penalty for 
War criminal 


Andrija Artukovic, former Minister of the 
Interior in wartime Croatia, has had his 
death sentence for war crimes confirmed by 
the Supreme Court in Yugoslavia. 
Artukovic, who had been extradited from 
the USA, was found guilty of the murder of 
civilians and prisoners of war. 








NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ KNIFE SLASHING 


A gang of racist thugs attacked a Sri Lankan man 
and his friends who were walking in South 
London. Most of the group managed to escape, 
but apprentice Peter O’Connor (17) was kicked to 
the ground and slashed with a Stanley knife. The 
gash needed 28 stitches. 

Bernard Murphy (27) of Peckham was jailed 
for nine months after he admitted inflicting 
grievous bodily harm on Mr O’Connor last 
December. Two other men, Gary Brooks (20) of St 
Albans, and Mark Weichert (21) from Herts, 
were remanded for reports after admitting 
causing actual bodily harm to Mr O’Connor. 

The attackers were traced after a member of the 
public noted the number of Brooks’ car. For some 
reason the police declined to press charges against 
the rest of the attackers. 

(South London Press 27.6.86) 


@ TWO FACED FRONT 


The National Front have tricked their way into 
holding a meeting at Birmingham’s Digbeth Civic 
Hall, despite an official ban on them meeting in 
Council property. The NF booked the hall, which 
is to be demolished, under the name of one of its 
members. 

Councillor Dick Knowles (Lab. Sparkbrook) 
said: “That is the sort of double standards and two 
timing chicanery I would expect from them”. 

(Birmingham Evening Mail 29.7.86) 


@ BNP ATTACK ON NEWSPAPER 


The British National Party has launched a vicious 
attack on a newspaper which has condemned the 
fascist group. The Bromley Leader has declared 
that it will continue to oppose groups like the BNP 
and “everything they stand for”, while being 
committed to objective reporting. 

Bromley BNP were recently acquitted on 
charges of publishing material likely to incite 
racial hatred, in their magazine Counter Attack. 
In court, the Bromley Leader’s former chief 
reporter, Andrew Trehearne, gave evidence on 
written material sent to the paper’s offices by the 
BNP. 

(Bromley Leader 11.7.86) 


@ BLACKBURN TAXI FIRM ATTACKED 


A Blackburn taxi firm has been attacked for the 
second time in six months. About a dozen youths 
chanting racist abuse hurled bricks through the 
windows of “A and A taxis” in Hall Street on the 
evening of 22 June. Staff were cut by flying glass 
as they tried to take cover from the bricks. 

Police arrived promptly and arrested four of 
the gang. Last year the taxi firm was attacked bya 
mob of 50 racist youths. 

(New Life 11.7.86) 


@ DEATH THREAT 


An active member of the National Front sent a 
death threat to an Asian family. In a letter to the 
family, who ran a grocery shop, Anthony Stewart 
(19), of Morley near Leeds, said: “Your graves are 
waiting”. 

The letter also threatened that the family would 
be burned. There was a crude drawing of 
tombstones and abusive slogans. 

Stewart had been seen in the area distributing 
National Front literature, and his fingerprints 
were found on the threatening letter. He was 
sentenced to nine months’ youth custody for the 
offence, together with a consecutive six months for 
taking a van. 

(Yorkshire Post 29.7.86) 





Cart AMPAIGN AGAINS 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 ha 
monthly section in Searchiight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





SOUTH AFRICA: AN EXILE SPEAKS 


South Africa has been front page news 
all summer. CARF took the 
opportunity to talk to an Azanian in 
exile who is also active in anti-racist 
struggles in Britain. 


Question: Why is the issue of international 
sanctions important to people in South 
Africa? 

Answer: In the past 20 years, investment in 
South Africa and the expansion of industry 
has multiplied ten times over. Direct 
Overseas investment is estimated at 60 
million Rand (16 million). Foreign 
companies are in total control of the 
economy. Three-quarters of the annual 
turnover in BP, Barclays, Shell and the 
mining industry is investment by foreign, 
mainly British, firms. For instance, over 
200 US firms currently invest in South 
Africa and Namibia, and over 100 earn $2 
million or more annually in direct 
investment. Thus the role of these overseas 
investments is to strengthen the apartheid 
machinery, and the regime in South Africa. 
South Africa acts like an industrialised 
country, but is heavily dependent on 
foreign investment and _ technological 
assistance. The more the regime is 
bolstered, the worse the situation becomes 
for the black population, who face daily 
bannings, detentions, torture and even 
death for opposing apartheid. Economic 
imperialism in the form of arms and 
investment is the backbone of the 
demoralising and dehumanising situation 
black people find themselves in. The call 
for sanctions is a last resort for a peaceful 
handover of Azania. Sanctions or no, 
people are prepared to end their suffering. 


Question: How are the actions of the 
Commonwealth countries at the Edinburgh 
games and the decision of the frontline states 
(those countries in Africa directly affected 
by South African destabilisation) to press 
for sanctions to be understood? 


Answer: This is a very controversial 
question in that some of _ the 
Commonwealth countries like Sri Lanka 
who have boycotted the games have nasty 
human rights records. What is important, 
however, is that it is the black nations who 
have taken the stand (not Canada, 
Australia, etc., in spite of their support of 
sanctions). These black countries do not 
want Britain to dictate what she thinks is a 
moral issue. They realise that behind the 
facade of Thatcher’s calls for a 
Commonwealth for All Nations lies 
continued wealth for Britain and the 
United States. The frontline _ states’ 
response is also because the concept of the 
Commonwealth is the pursuit of equality 
and co-operation. In contrast, South 
Africa, through apartheid, has enshrined 
racism in law and political philosophy, and 
developed a system of racial inequality. 


This, coupled with the underdevelopment 
and destabilisation of other southern 
African states by South Africa itself, has 
contributed to their call for and support of 
sanctions. The ideology and practice of 
apartheid is the antithesis of the frontline 
states’ most fundamental aims. The only 
way to achieve real progress is to free South 
Africa. The longer the South African state 
is supported, the longer the frontline states’ 
dependence and _ destabilisation — will 
continue. 


Question: How has the state of emergency 
affected the burgeoning trade union 
movement and general mass mobilisation? 
Are there alternative forms of resistance 
emerging? 

Answer: At the moment there are some 
300-400 trade unionists in detention due to 
their input in mass mobilisation. The rise of 
organised trade union movements like 
COSATU, CUSA and AZATU marked a 
giant step forward not only for the working 
class but for the whole of the liberation 
struggle in South Africa. The state of 
emergency has given power to the legal and 
military institutions to use draconian laws 
to undermine the working class, while the 
homeland ‘leaders’ have benefited by using 
the emergency to silence and kill off the 
trade union movement in the homelands. 
The state of emergency cannot stop the will 
and determination of the movement as a 
whole, in that the workers, who are in the 
forefront of the struggle, are also working 
with the student movement and with the 
community in each area, rendering most of 
the country ungovernable, as we have seen 
during the past year. 


Question: What is the effect of South 
Africa’s programme of separate 
development for each racial grouping? Does 
it constitute significant reform? 


Answer: Ethnicity in Britain is similar to 
the separate development programme — 
the only difference is that each group lives 
in a separate area, as a racial group, in 
South Africa. This is typical of the British 
tactic of divide and rule, where 
communities are stereotyped and _ their 
struggles against racism and for their 
identity become diluted — thus the status 
quo is maintained. Laws and policies are, 
therefore, never radically challenged. The 
development of the concept of ethnicity, 
and the belief that being racially aware of 
another group or person alters racism in 
society, has led to the degradation of black 
struggle in Britain. In South Africa, black 
people do not want to see themselves as 
Africans, Coloureds, Indians, or even as 
Zulus, Xhosas etc., but as fighting a 
common enemy as_ one _ people. 
Exaggerating or even maintaining 
supposedly intrinsic ‘cultural differences’ 
will not set us free, only set one group 
against another, while things remain the 
same. 





Question: What effect, if any, do recent 
proposals for reform of certain laws have 
for ordinary people? There have been 
removals of the Immorality Act and the 
Dispensation Act, for example. 


Answer: These are cosmetic changes. They 
are a farce, in the hope of winning world 
confidence in the regime’s willingness to 
change direction. There are some 333 racist 
laws that affect black people. Any 
significant change will mean abolishing all 
these. Otherwise reforms contradict each 
other. Like the British immigration laws, 
these laws restrict the movement and 
‘legality’ of black people in South Africa, 
and fundamentally affect all other rights. 


Question: What can anti-racists in Britain 
do to support the people inside South 
Africa, and to put pressure on the British 
government to stop supporting the South 
African regime, clandestinely or otherwise? 


Answer: Sanctions are only one way of 
putting on the pressure — boycotting goods 
from South Africa is also a_ practical 
contribution. Anti-racists need to 
recognise the fact that issues that affect 
black people in Third World countries are 
intrinsic to the anti-racist struggle in 
Britain. Committed anti-racists need to 
raise awareness of the South African 
situation. People should support or create 
an anti-apartheid pressure group in their 
area and everyone should boycott South 
African goods, and banks like Barclays and 
Lloyds which have massive interests in 
South Africa. Another thing they can do is 
to support the work of all groups working 
for an end to oppression, as well as raising 
the issues with their MPs. Anti-racists need 
to have an anti-imperialist awareness as 
well. 
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Guardian 21.7.86. “Police officers in London 
are being encouraged to use ‘lateral thinking’ 
in enforcing law on high tension housing 
estates”. 


17 





WHEN the Botha regime imposed its 
latest State of Emergency in South 
Africa, the implication of the 
clampdown was immediately apparent: 
over 1,000 people, including black 
leaders, trade unionists and 
churchmen, were arrested and an 
endless list of new regulations was 
announced, including severe 
restrictions on press coverage. 

In recent weeks journalists in South 
Africa’ have been subjected to 
unprecedented harassment and _ blank 
spaces have appeared on the pages of South 
African newspapers as a result of the ban 
on taking photographs in townships. 

But what of the British press coverage of 
South Africa? Whilst British 
correspondents in Pretoria are faced with 
considerable difficulties when compiling 
news reports for Fleet Street, reporters, 
columnists and editors in Britain have 
complete freedom to expose and criticise 
the brutality and corruption of apartheid. 
But the tragic irony is that the British press 
is unashamedly abusing the freedom it has 
to report the truth whilst in South Africa 
progressive reporters risk life and limb to 
do so. 


Fleet Street welcomes 
Thatcher's stand 


Thatcher’s refusal to impose economic 
sanctions on the Botha regime has been 
greeted with widespread support within 
Fleet Street, which is indicative of the 
overall approach of the British press to the 
South African crisis. Newspapers such as 
the Daily Mail, The Times and the Daily 
Telegraph applaud the Prime Minister’s 
“understanding both of the South African 
realities and of British interests” (Daily 
Mail, 16.6.86). In an editorial entitled ‘Not 
Moral, Not Practical’, The Times of 17 June 
refers--- —to---;.the “(mainly _ black) 
unemployment” and “the consequent 
misery” that sanctions could provoke. The 
Times also warns that sanctions would 
inevitably result in the loss of British jobs, 
an issue which is picked up time and time 
again. 

The Daily Mail’s editorial of 13 June 
claimed that even if sanctions were 
imposed, “any markets we sacrifice would 
quickly be filled by less high-minded trade 
rivals”. The Mail also asserts that sanctions 
could well be counter-productive: “Instead 
of inducing the South African government 
to negotiate, it might make it more hostile 
to reform and resentful of foreign 
interference”. 


White refugees welcomed — 
‘ black violence condemned 


Whilst a considerable amount of editorial 
space has been allocated to arguments 
against sanctions, the Sun of 16 June 
concocted a rather more original comment 
on South Africa. Entitled ‘No Shirking’, 
the editorial stated that Britain must 
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Freedom of the press? 





welcome white South African ‘refugees’ 
into Britain. “How could we desert them 
when between 1950 and the mid-sixties we 
let in vast numbers of people with far less 
claim on Britain?”, asked the Sun, “Like 
the West Indians who with their children 
now number more than 500,000 or the 
Asians who with their families now total 1.3 
million”. 

Editorial comments, particularly those 
put forward by the Sun and the Daily Mail, 
have found little space to speak out against 
the brutalities meted out to South Africa’s 
black population by the Botha regime. This 
bias is evident in a number of news reports 
on specific events in South Africa. The 
Daily Mail of 16 June printed its front page 
lead ‘Plot to End White Rule’ in response 
to South African ‘intelligence reports’. 
Peter Younghusband wrote from 
Capetown: “Black revolutionaries were 
plotting to overturn white rule in South 
Africa today in a_ bloody uprising, 
government sources claimed yesterday”. 
The report quotes extensively from South 
African government and pro-government 
sources. A car bomb blast which killed 
three people in Durban is woven into the 
headline and story. Somewhat hidden away 
in the continuation of the piece on page 
two, the Mail reports “Another seven 
blacks have died in new unrest, the 
governnment said yesterday”. 

On 9 June Peter Younghusband’s report 
in the Mail, under the headline ‘Whites flee 
for their lives from black bombers’, 
describes how “Thousands of terrified 
whites fled at the weekend when black 
youths armed with petrol bombs and pistols 
attacked a shopping area in 
Johannesburg”. In the 13 June edition of 
the Daily Mail, Younghusband continues 
to steer well clear of the violence 
perpetrated against the black townships, 
preferring once again the company of a 
South African intelligence officer who 
helps to inform him of “How South Africa 
would hit back at sanctions and bring ruin 
to millions”. In his article ‘Revenge’, 
Younghusband explores the potentially 
‘chaotic’ consequences of sanctions and 
claims that “this is why Mrs Thatcher is 
absolutely right to oppose sanctions so 
strongly”. 

The damage done by the editorial 
comments and news reports is reinforced 
by the rantings of feature writers and 
columnists. Those who speak out against 
the South African regime and call for 
economic sanctions can expect to be 
attacked in the columns and articles of 
Andrew Alexander (Daily Mail), George 
Gale (Daily Mirror), David Hart and 
Ronald Butt (The Times), and John 
Vincent and Frank Chapple (Sun) to name 
a few. 

If the British public were to complain 
that they are not being allowed to read the 
news from South Africa, it would not be 
because the law prevents them from doing 
so but rather that the press is establishing a 
wall of reaction which wholly obscures the 
reality of apartheid. 
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Racial violence 
reports 


The police need to do much more to 
deal with racial violence and should 
regard racial attacks as a priority, 
the all party Home Affairs 
Committee said in its report 
published in July. Police training, 
argues the Committee, must include 
instruction on the handling of racial 
attacks. Victims must always be 
informed of action taken and, where 
there is sufficient evidence and the 
victim agrees, the police themselves 
should prosecute attackers and not 
advise private prosecutions. 

The report goes a long way to 
recognising what black people (and anti- 
racists) have been saying for years: that 
racial attacks and harassment have 
become a horrendous aspect of black 
people’s lives, and the harm caused by 
racial harassment is not simply the 
injury and damage directly imposed, but 
“the fear and blighted lives to which they 
give rise”. For a significant proportion 
of Asians in Britain, the Committee 
says, “options are reduced as lives are re- 
organised to minimise the number of 
dangerous journeys 
housing are refused on estates where 
attacks are feared”. 

The report notes the many criticisms 
which have been made of the police 
responses to racial violence — failure to 
answer calls for help, unwillingness to 
recognise a racial motivation or to 
prosecute attackers, hostility to victims 
and so on — but puts all this down to a 
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and offers of 


‘lack of awareness’. What this chooses 
to ignore is that for years black people 
have been trying to draw attention to the 
problem of racial violence and have 
largely been ignored. 

Even the Home Office, in a report on 
racial violence published some five 
years ago, estimated that around 7,000 
‘racial incidents’ occurred in any one 
year in England and Wales. Then, too, 
the response of the police had been 
ascribed to a lack of knowledge. 

Nor does the report take issue with 
the police definition of a ‘racial incident’ 
i.e. as one where it appears to the police 
that there is an element of racial 
motivation or where the victim alleges a 
racial motivation. This means _ that 
attacks on white people can be recorded 
as racial incidents if they claim there was 
a racial motivation. Indeed, in 1985, of 
the 1,877 ‘racial incidents’ recorded by 
the Metropolitan Police, 226 involved 
white victims. Similarly, John Stalker, 
Assistant Chief Constable of the 
Greater Manchester Police, told the 
Committee that white complainants 
outnumbered black complainants. In 
other words, police definitions have 
reduced racially motivated violence 
merely to an aspect of ‘inter-racial 
conflict’. 

While the Home Affairs Committee 
report does make some _ useful 
recommendations, black people are 
always portrayed as victims. There is no 
account in its report of how, in the face 
of official apathy, black people have 
been forced to defend themselves and 
been criminalised in the process. 

In drawing up its report, the 
Committee clearly ignored the recent 
Runnymede Trust report, Racial 
Violence and Harassment, which was 
submitted as evidence to it. Drawing on 
numerous sources (including CARF’s 
‘Area round-ups’) this shows not just 
the horrifying extent and nature of racial 
violence in Britain in the 1970s and 
1980s — including more than 60 
apparently racist killings since 1970 — 
but also how black people have 
defended themselves and organised 
their own resistance to what is a very old 
problem. 


Racial Attacks and Harassment, HC 
409, HMSO, 1986. 


Racial Violence and _ Harassment, 
Runnymede Trust, 178 North Gower 
Street, London NWI 2NB, £1.50 (plus 
p&p). 
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RACISM and racist violence does not 
exist in France — that’s now official. At 
least that is what Monsieur Jean-Noel de 
Bouillane de Lacoste says. 

And who is this seemingly cretinous 
individual with the aristocratic name? 
Well, he is Minister-Counsellor at the 
French Embassy and, if he says so, it 
must be true. 

The exalted Minister-Counsellor de 
Bouillane de Lacoste certainly has said 
so. In an amazing letter to the London 
Borough of | Hackney’s Senior 
Community Relations Officer, Ian Haig, 
he denies that there is any threat to black 
and Asian people across the Channel. 

Mr Haig had written to the French 
Ambassador after the 16 March 


legislative elections, in which the fascists 


of the Front National had_ polled 
2,705,000 votes and got 35 MPs elected, 
to express the concern of black and Asian 
people in Hackney at these results. 

Drawing attention to the widely 
reported violence carried ovt by the FN 
against black and Asian people which 
had “made life unbearable for many of 
them”, Mr Haig asked the Ambassador 
what steps had and would be taken by the 
French Government to stop the spread of 
racism and what the policy of the new 
government of Jacques Chirac would be. 

The letter that came back was snotty to 
say the least. 

Mr Haig was told: “Whatever opinion 
one may form about the political views of 
the Front National. . ., may I draw your 
attention to the fact that elections take 
place in France in a totally democratic 
context, and that the internal situation in 
my country can in no way be described in 
the terms you employ”. 

Though it is possibly a long time since 
M. de Bouillane de Lacoste set foot in 
France, somebody should tell him some 
home truths: 

@ That there were 12 racist murders last 
year; 

@ That many North Africans and Asians 
no longer feel safe in France; 

@ That black, Arab, Asian and Jewish 
people do consider the Front National 

a threat; 

@ That just because elections are 
democratic, that doesn’t sanitise 
growing racism. 
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RACIAL ATTACKS 








Dramatic rise in attacks in Redbridge 


Racial attacks in the London Borough of 
Redbridge are becoming more frequent, better 
organised and increasingly violent, according to 
Silence gives consent, a report by Redbridge 
Community Relations Council. Ms Chandra 
Bhatia said attacks had quadrupled since the 
murder of a pregnant Asian woman, Mrs 
Kassam, and her three children in an arson attack 
on their home and behind the statistics were many 
more cases unreported because of fear. (Times 
11.7.86.) 


Knife-killing was ‘self defence’ 


A black bus conductor who stabbed a young white 
man on an Underground train was acquitted of 
murder after a judge declared he had clearly acted 
in self-defence. Passengers watched as Lynn 
Summers racially abused people on the platform, 
including the defendant and a fight broke out 
between them after Summers was again abusive. 
(Times 22.7.86.) 


Racist tenants face eviction 


The east London borough of Hackney, which has 
one of the worst records for racial attacks in the 
city, is to evict racist council tenants. The Council 
has produced a yideo and information packs 
which will be shown to community groups and 
schools to explain tenants’ rights and the 
background to racism in the borough since 1919. 
Along with guarantees to investigate all cases of 
racial harassment and carry out repairs within 24 
hours, the Council has also appointed 32 housing 
officers trained in dealing with harassment. Those 
evicted because of racial harassment will not be 
rehoused since it would be considered ‘intentional 
homelessness’ by breaking the tenancy 
agreement. (Morning Star 10.7.86.) 


POLICE 





Attack by police condemned 


26-year-old Tony Diedrick was awarded £1,700 
damages after a court accepted he was beaten up 
and falsely imprisoned by police. Mr Diedrick 
needed hospital treatment for injuries received 
after he was dragged from his sports car by a 
policeman. The police claimed he tried to punch 
an officer after refusing to stop when asked but the 
judge said “No charges were pressed because 
officers knew they had gone too far’’. (Guardian 
3.7.86.) 


Police deny planting drugs 


West Midlands police are denying allegations that 
drugs were planted on suspects during a raid in 
the Handsworth area of Birmingham. 12 people 
were arrested on drugs charges but local youths 
say the police thrust drugs into the hands of 
suspects as they were pinned to the ground. 
(Times 26.7.86.) 


Assaulted man to lose damages 


A young black man awarded £1,400 damages 
against the Metropolitan Police is unlikely to get 
any compensation because he had earlier turned 
down an offer of £2,505 to settle the case. A High 
Court jury dismissed Mr Noel Williams’ 
complaints of wrongful arrest, and malicious 
prosecution and awarded him the £1,400 for 
assault. He was also ordered to pay costs of the 
action incurred since the original offer was made, 
and these are likely to exceed the damages 
awarded. Mr Williams told the court that he 
suffered a knee injury as a result of the attack 
which took four years to heal. But the jury 
rejected his allegations that he was punched in the 
face by another officer and was later assaulted and 
racially abused at Peckham Rye police station. 
(Guardian 11.7.86.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Judge says ban is ‘absurd’ 


A High Court judge has said an immigration rule 
preventing dependent relatives from poor 
countries settling in the UK on compassionate 
grounds was unjust and absurd. The requirement 
which used a country’s living standards as a 
yardstick for entry clearance discriminated 
against virtually all applicants from poor 
countries whatever their circumstances. The 
judge upheld a test case immigration appeal by 
Mrs Manshoora Begum who has been disabled 
since birth and who applied to join her brother on 
whom she is totally dependent. She was refused 
entry because money sent to her in Pakistan by her 
brother had raised her living standards above her 
compatriots. Entry is refused to those under 65 
unless they are living alone in “the most 
compassionate circumstances, including having a 
standard of living substantially below that of their 
own country”. (Guardian 11.7.86.) 


Activist to be deported 


An Immigration Appeals Tribunal has rejected 
the appeal of Viraj Mendis, a Manchester black 
rights activist. He expects to be deported to Sri 
Lanka where he faces persecution because of his 
support for the Tamil community. Mr Mendis 
heard the news on the twelfth day of a march from 
Manchester to London accompanied by his 
supporters. (Guardian 18.7.86.) 


Sports star’s appeal turned down 


The High Court has turned down an appeal by the 
star player of a Sikh ‘Kabadi’ team to be allowed 
to play the sport in England this summer. The 
immigration officer had imposed the ban because 
he was not satisfied that Gurdey Singh would 
leave the country at thé end of the Kabadi season 
in September. Mr Singh’s wife lives with their 
child in the West Midlands and Mr Singh intends 
to apply to enter Britain to rejoin his wife. 
(Guardian 3.7.86.) 


Pupils’ ethnic origins on file 


A working group of council members, teachers 
and the CRE has recommended that local 
authorities keep records of the ethnic origins of 
their pupils. Such monitoring would be “the basis 
for making appropriate provision and for 
monitoring achievement’. Parents would be 
asked on a voluntary basis for information on 
their mother tongue and religious affiliations as 
well as ethnic origin. (Daily Telegraph 26.7.86.) 


STOP PRESS 


Good news from Oldham the malicious 
wounding and affray charges have been 


dropped against all the defendants. They 
still face minor charges and assistance is 
still required. See page 10 





